
for instance, so many laymen rather than physicians have
been the leaders. Other problems almost equally impor¬
tant press for solution, and the physician should take his
proper place as leader and guide in the work. For, as
slated in the editorial from which we have largely quoted,
the broad-minded physician of the twentieth century, his
talents dedicated to a life of service, cannot refuse to
recognize the larger obligations of his calling, and should
cheerfully and gladly assume his portion of the burden
they entail.

HABITINA AND OTHER MAIL-ORDER DRUG CURES

One of the vicious mail-order drug "cures" which
flood the market is discussed in this issue.1 Free sam-

ples of this particular "cure" may be had for the asking,
each sample containing enough morphin sulphate and
heroin hydrochlorid to kill seven or eight healthy adults.
Before the national Food and Drugs Act was passed this
dangerous mixture could be sent through the mails with
nothing on the label to show its tremendous potentialities
for harm; now, fortunately, the label has to declare the
amount of heroin and morphin the product contains.
This is a splendid advance so far as it goes, but it does
not go far enough. Most of the state laws recognize the
principle that the public should be protected against
itself; hence we find statutes forbidding the sale of dan-
gerous drugs by pharmacists to laymen, except under
certain restrictions. There is no law, however, which
can be invoked against the ghouls who, for the sake of
the dollar, take advantage of the impotency of the
present postal regulations to sell that which will debauch
and destroy their helpless victims. There is something
radically wrong when irresponsible and conscienceless
men, without even the pretense of scientific training or

ability, should be able to use the United States mails
and the express companies to scatter broadcast potent
drugs of the most dangerous type. That it should be
possible for the ignorant or the criminal to obtain with¬
out let or hindrance morphin and heroin in quantities
limited only by the ability to pay for them, is a disgrace
to a civilized country and a serious menace to public
health.

THE PHARMACOPEIAL DELEGATES

We publish this week a supplementary list of dele-
gates to the Pharmacopeial Convention. From these
lists2 it appears that, of the one hundred and twenty-
seven institutions and organizations represented in the
Convention of 1900, but seventy-three have thus far
notified the committee of the appointment of delegates;
while twenty-nine new organizations may be added.
Only nineteen state medical associations and twenty-
seven medical schools have appointed delegates; in the
pharmaceutical list twenty state associations, five other
than state, and twenty-five colleges of pharmacy have
made appointments. The lists also show that there are

1. Pharmacology Department: "Habitina," page 889; also Orig-
inal Articles Department : "Blindness from Heroin in Nostrum
'Habitina,'" page 869.

2. The first list, to which the present one is supplementary,
appeared in The Journal, February 26.

thus far appointed one hundred and thirty-six medical
delegates and forty-five alternates; and one hundred and
forty-three pharmaceutical delegates with one hundred
alternates. In the latter list a number of names are

duplicated, certain of them appearing in the lists of
delegates and again among the alternates, showing a
more diligent interest and definite determination to
secure representation. The indifference of the medical
schools is apparent; of the one hundred and forty-nine
institutions listed in our Educational Number, Aug. 14,
JÍI09, but twenty-seven have thus far indicated their
interest in the Pharmacopeia by complying with the
requirements and notifying the committee of the appoint¬
ment of delegates. Notwithstanding all the agitation in
the past few years, the much-advertised U. S. P. Propa¬
ganda, the get-together meetings of doctors and drug¬
gists and the as yet unsatisfied demand from many
schools for competent pharmacologists who shall lay the
foundations for a safe and sane therapy, our institutions
are disregarding the tools already Avithin their hands.

TACTICS OF THE PRESERVATIVE PEOPLE

The members of the American Medical Association
all over the country are receiving from one H. L.
Harris, "publicist," 100 William Street, New York City,
typewritten copies of matter attacking the editor of The
Journal. It is probably unnecessary to remind our
readers that Harris, who sometimes signs himself as
H. H. Langdon, "food expert," has been previously
shown up in The Journal as the press agent for the
Pacific Coast Borax Company, 100 William Street, New
York City. The motives will be fully appreciated if the
previous articles dealing with this gentleman's activities
are read, and, for the benefit of those who have not kept
the back copies of The Journal, reprints have been
made and will be sent on request.1

Medical News

CALIFORNIA

Only One Physician in County.\p=m-\Itis asserted by the San
Francisco Call that there is only one physician in Trinity
county, and that it recently became necessary to import a
physician from another county to make up the commission
required to pass on a case of insanity.
Hospital News.\p=m-\Thesupervisors of Contra Costa county

have accepted plans for the new county hospital to be erected
in Martinez. The building will have a frontage of 118 feet,
will be 68 feet deep, two stories and a basement in height,
and will include accomodation for 36 ward patients and a
number of private patients.\p=m-\Dr. S. P. Purlenky, Fort
Bragg, has purchased the Fort Bragg Hospital from Dr. Birney
A. Lendrum.\p=m-\Contracts are about to be let for the con-
struction of a cement fireproof building for the St. Caroline
Sanitarium Association at Redding, to cost $2,000.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr. JonasClark, Gilroy, has been appointed phy-

sician of San Jose county, vice Dr. Howard B. (fates, San
rose.-Dr. Charles E. Zerfing has been appointed police sur¬

geon of Los Angeles.-Dr. William F. McNutt, Jr., has been
appointed health officer of San Francisco; Dr. George W. Good-
ale, city physician; Dr. EdAvard S. How.ard, chief surgeon of
the Central Emergency. Hospital; Dr. Emmett LeR. Wemple,

1. Send a stamped addressed envelope for reprint. The articles
appeared in The Journal. Oct. 5, 1907, p. 1191; Feb. 13, 1909, p.
562, and Jan. 1, 1910, p. 55.
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